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Council Regulation 1257/1999
 allows Member States the option to choose from a number of measures, including the two measures relating to setting up young farmers and training. It is therefore the Member State that determines the content of its Rural Development Programme.

The Commission approves the programme, provided it is in accordance with the legal base.

Concerning the setting-up of the young farmers measure, all Member States have included this measure, with the exception of Estonia, the Czech Republic, Malta, Ireland, the Netherlands, Slovenia, Slovakia and the United Kingdom. Denmark introduced the measure but then dropped it in 2003.
Concerning the training measure, all Member States have included this measure, with the exception of Estonia, Malta, and Slovenia. Portugal introduced a training measure for farmers in their Objective 1 programme, but it was financed via the European Social Fund (ESF).
As regards the ESF, under the 2000-2006 Highlands & Islands Objective 1 Transitional Programme attention is devoted to this issue under the 3rd Priority, Human Resource Development. In its Measure 4 'Developing Adaptability and Entrepreneurship', the ESF funds in relation to rural development training projects in the field of agriculture, taking into consideration the specific needs of the rural community. Young farmers are among the prime beneficiaries of this type of actions.

In the case to which you specifically refer, the new entrant scheme introduced by Northern Ireland has been funded by national monies through State Aid.

In the next programming period from 2007 to 2013, the setting up of the young farmers measure has been reinforced, but again it will be the Member State that decides whether to include it in the Rural Development Programme.

� 	Council Regulation (EC) No 1257/1999 of 17 May 1999 on support for rural development from the European Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF) and amending and repealing certain Regulations. OJ L 160, 26.6.1999.






